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Margalef (UTMX: 312025 – UTMY: 4572975 – H: 379 m)

The Village
Margalef is situated in the northwesternmost part of the region of El Priorat on the 
right-hand side of the Montsant river valley. The area's main economic activity is olive and 
peach growing. The name Margalef comes from Arabic. The village has a number of Art 
Nouveau houses and a church dedicated to Saint Michael the Archangel. It is an 
18th-century Neoclassical building that, despite a fire in 1936, conserves some remains of 
mural paintings. The church is in a square which contains the Perxe, a long arcade with 
crushed stone where the town's oldest houses are found. Don't miss a walk down Carrer 
de les Covetes; one side is entirely made of rock, which supports the street above. 

Margalef has a rich archaeological heritage in caves and rock 
shelter that take us back to the last hunter-gatherers that lived 
here between 14,000 and 8,000 years ago. Noteworthy is the 
Taverna Cave, and Filador rock shelter, the site of digs since 
the 1930s, where a fragment of a member of the Chelonii was 
found, a species that is back in the Montsant area today thanks 
to a project to reintroduce the Hermann's tortoise.

The Margalef reservoir, close to the village, was completed in 
1990. It has a recreation area. From there you can hike to the 
Racó dels Pèlics and Pont Natural, a natural arch. 

Rambling, Climbing and Fishing in Margalef
A number of different activities can be done in and around Margalef. A Park signposted walk (M3) 
leaves the village and climbs up Taverna cliff to the Racó del Teix, where there is a yew tree that 
was granted official protection in 1992. To help visitors learn more about the flora along the 
banks of the River Montsant, an adapted walk has been created that passes by the remains of two 
old flour mills and connects the reservoir and the village. Another walk, “Margalef Landscapes: 
Sant Salvador Cliff”, has been created in connection with the oil mill. The walk goes to Cova del 
Ximet (Ximet’s Cave), as well as Mas del Morera and other structures that made use of running 
water. They are a testament to the different ways of life in this area and the use of its resources.

The Margalef escarpments and cliffs attract a great many enthusiasts of rock climbing, a sport 
which, like other Park activities, should be practised while following Park regulations. In order to 
guarantee that tourism develops in a sustainable way in the village and surrounding areas, the 
Town Council created two welcome areas with parking for caravans, restrooms and showers: 
one near the entrance to the village and the other near the reservoir. The Park created camping 
and parking areas for motor vehicles and signposted them.

The Montsant Fishing Club also organizes training programmes and excursions on good fishing 
practices in the River Montsant. (Margalef Town Council: +34 977 81 91 67)

Places of Interest
About 3.5 km outside the village is Saint Saviour's chapel, built in the 16th century in a huge 
rock shelters. The top of a Civil War bomb was used to make the bell, as can still be seen 
today. The whole village celebrates Saint Saviour's Day, on 6 August, with a festival. Along the 
track that leads to the chapel is a sign to Ximet Cave, a particularly beautiful spot.
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